
 
From  the  Commodore’s  Wheelhouse 

Another  Christmas  has  been  and  gone  and  no  doubt  our  thoughts  will  be  on  Santa’s  generosity  and  that  growing  list  of  
maintenance tasks to get our Fishers into tip-top condition for the coming season, together with those passage plans 
we always hoped to make – good luck. As for myself I shall stick closer to home this coming year, but still hope to 
explore  the  Isles  of  Scilly  and  Northern  Brittany  before  ‘building  up  courage‘  for  Holland  in  2015  – hope to see many of 
you there. 

Our 2013 Annual General Meeting & Dinner (near Chester) had (I 
think) a record attendance and was most successful (well done 
Chris & Bernie). I am pretty sure all had a good time, certainly if 
judging by the lateness in the bar opening time and attendance 
at the Chester walk, together with the Liverpool Maritime 
Museum  tempting  a  few.  We  were  also  treated  to  Geoff  Brown’s  
around  Britain  ‘1400  miles  single  handed!  What  was  I  thinking?’  
adventure   as   our   after   dinner   ‘entertainment’.   It   was  
mesmerizing and an inspiration to us all.  

The competition for the 2013 FOA Barton Marine Prizes was 
‘fierce’  and  my  congratulations  to  the  winners,   Jeanette  Haskov  
(FOA Barton Best Log Award) and Ellie and Bryan Sautelle-Smith 
(FOA Barton Personal Achievement Award).  

On your behalf I would also like to thank the departing 
Committee Members (Chris Barrett - Social Secretary, Bernie 
Barrett - Rear Commodore East, Mary Brietbart - Merchandising 
Secretary) for all that they have done during their tenures and 
welcome their successors (Gill Saunders – Social Secretary, David 
Ritson – Rear Commodore East). In addition Vic Royce is joining 
the Committee as Rear Commodore Scotland and North, Andrew 

Thompson is taking on the Merchandising Secretary role in addition to being Newsletter Editor and Terry Bailey is 
taking on a new Technical Advisor role in addition to being Vice Commodore. My thanks to all your Committee and I 
hope we have covered all the bases!  

All that now remains are my best wishes for the New Year and a have a great 2014 sailing season. 

Chris Morris, FOA Commodore 
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From  the  Secretary’s  Wheelhouse 
I hope all your boats are now safely laid-up for the winter (at least those in the Northern Hemisphere) and in particular 
our East Coast members were unscathed by the tidal surge and floods of early December.  We were fortunate that 
Tarquin, our F/NE30, was laid-up afloat in the Tide Mill at Woodbridge.  She simple rose and fell with the tide whereas 
some shored up boats ashore were floated off as the waters rose through the boatyard. 

I was pleased to meet so many old and new members at the recent AGM and as I reported the FOA numbers remain 
healthy and growing: 

  End 2012 End 2013 
UK Full members 144 148 

 Associate members 21 24 
Overseas Full members 57 59 

 Associate members 12 20 
Total  234 251 

 

This net increase in numbers is in spite of 56 members not renewing their membership this year.  Those new members 
who have joined since the last newsletter are listed below and we offer them a warm welcome and I look forward to 
meeting them in due course.   

As I have said before, I believe that the success of the FOA owes a lot to the development of the website and, if you 
have not done so recently, I would encourage you to take a browse through it and delve into the wealth of information 
pertaining to Fishers.  It has, however, come to my notice that some members have been having difficulty logging on to 
the website – if  this  is  the  case  then  please  let  me  know  and  I  will  reset  your  access  (email  me  from  “Contact Us”  page  
on the website  http://www.fisherowners.org ). 

As for sailing, and my first season on the East Coast: sailing from the Deben, I spent a pleasant couple of weeks 
exploring the Colne, the Walton Backwaters, the Ore and Alde and Southwold.  For one who has previously sailed on 
the  South  Coast  it  was  a  strange  concept  to  be  planning  all  one’s  passages  across  the  blue  of  Admiralty  charts!    I  also 
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ventured north to Wells in Norfolk - an interesting harbour with drying sands and a twisting variable entrance.  Yes, I 
did  go  aground  between  a  red  and  green  buoy  to  which  the  Harbourmaster’s  comment  was  simply  that  they  were  in  
the middle of dredging and must have left a lump in the way!  However once in the harbour there was a secure berth 
in a deep pool alongside the Town Quay – and the Dutch barge restaurant, Albatross, which was much appreciated 
after the 18 hour passage from the Deben. 

Finally, on a practical note, may I remind members that 2014 subscriptions were due on 1st January and also if you are 
logged into the website please check that your profile is up to date – thanks. 

With best wishes for Happy Sailing in 2014. 

Derek Colman, FOA Hon Sec 

 
2013 AGM and dinner 
 
Christine Barrett reports on the excellent event she organised in November. 
 
This  year’s  AGM  and  Dinner   took  place  at   the  Llyndir  Hall  
Hotel near Chester. When I discussed the choice of venue 
and location with the committee in November 2012, they 
did wonder whether we would have a reasonable 
attendance. As it turned out we had a record number of 70 
members sending in their bookings for the dinner and two 
members travelled across country just to attend the AGM 
meeting.  
 
Several members booked in for two or three nights and 
enjoyed a convivial drink and meal in the bar area on 
Thursday and Friday evenings, catching up with Fisher 
news. It was also possible to use the hotel’s   leisure  
facilities as guests, so some members used the warm, safe 
swimming pool for a dip 

 
On Saturday morning, 25 members gathered by the Town 
Hall  visitor’s  centre  in  Chester  (left) for a guided town walk. 
It was a bright, if chilly, morning, which showed Chester 
and the surrounding countryside at its best. Jenny, our 
guide, took us to various places of interest in the town, 
including   the   “Rows”   shopping   area,   part   of   the   walls  
encircling the town and the Roman amphitheatre. It was a 
very  good  way  to  gain  a  “potted  history”  of  the  town  in  90  
minutes and several people said they would like to return 
for another visit. 
 
We were back at the Hotel by 3.30pm for refreshments 
before the AGM meeting. We especially appreciated the 

tasty homemade biscuits, displayed on a tray, which spelt out Fisher Owners Association AGM and Dinner 2013, a nice 
touch!  The  AGM  was  held  in  the  Hotel’s  business  centre.  The  Commodore  chaired  the  meeting  and  various  committee  
members gave their input. 
 
There   was   a   short   break,   whilst  members   donned   their   “posh   frocks”   and   “glad   rags”   before   congregating for the 
Commodore’s  reception  in  a  conservatory  area,  next  to  the  Llyndir  Suite,  where  the  Dinner  was  served. The food was 
excellent and the staff very efficient at serving the meal. 
 
Chris Morris presented Mary Brietbart and me with some lovely flower basket arrangements and Bernie with a bottle 
of port, as we were all retiring Committee members, and Andrew Thompson announced the winners of the best log 
and photo competition. 
 

Llyndir Hall Hotel 
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Guided walk in Chester 



Geoff  Brown   rounded  off   the  evening  with  his   film,   entitled   “1400  miles,   singlehanded!  What  was   I   thinking?”  This  
featured various places he had visited on an epic journey from Guernsey around Britain, via the Caledonian Canal, 
down the East Coast, and organising a South Coast rally on the Isle of Wight before returning to Guernsey. No mean 
feat in a Fisher 25 mostly single handed! 
 
Thank you to all the members who attended and made it a most enjoyable event. I am standing down as Social 
Secretary but know you will continue to support Gill Saunders who has taken the job on board. The AGM and Dinner 
has always been the way to meet up with all our far flung members and exchange news and views, as well as having a 
good time! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
New Rear Commodores 

 
David Ritson and Vic Royce have taken on Rear Commodore East and Rear Commodore Scotland and North, 
respectively, so FisherLite asked them to tell us a little bit about themselves and their Fishers. 
 
David Ritson :  

At the last AGM I was asked to take over the role of Rear 
Commodore East, a position that Bernie Barret has vacated after 
many successful seasons. 

I sail (and motor) a Fisher 31, Sam Steel (pictured right), which is 
berthed in Ipswich Haven Marina. I have sailed on the East Coast 
with my wife, Fran, for the last three seasons only, so admit to 
having a lot still to explore. We have cruised to Holland and last 
season enjoyed a cruise to the Scilly Islands. 

I’m  a  recent  convert  to  Fishers  having  previously  sailed  a  Hunter  
and a Westerly on the south coast until the lure of a wheelhouse 
beckoned. After buying Sam Steel she spent three years in our 
front garden undergoing a major re-fit. 

The East Coast Fisher rallies have enjoyed past success and I would like to see that continue. To that end I propose to 
organize a couple of rallies for 2014, more details to follow soon. If there is anywhere you think we should be going or 

Annual dinner in full swing 

Left:  “Artistic  AGM  crème  brûlée”  from  Bryan  Sautelle-Smith 



anything  you  would   like  to  do,  on  the  East  Coast,  please   let  me  know.  You  can  contact  me  through  the  “Contact Us”  
page on the website http://www.fisherowners.org 

I look forward to meeting as many members as possible next season, both existing members that I already know as 
well as members I have yet to meet. See you all in 2014. 

 
Vic Royce :  

Having sailed over the preceding years on the south and east 
coasts, when I moved to the West of Scotland in 2000, I decided 
I needed more protection from the weather. So I purchased 
Sealion, an F34 built in 1977 and sailed her from Falmouth to 
Lochaber in July 2000 and proudly moored her on my own buoy 
a few yards from my house on the shores of Loch Leven.  

Since then, my cruising has been mainly up and down the West 
Coast with some excursions out beyond Ardnamurchan to the 
nearer and farther islands.  

Unfortunately, I had to move inland eight years ago, so now have 
a journey of 40 miles to my new mooring in Loch Creran. 

However, the installation of a new diesel water and central heating system this year means I can spend winter nights 
aboard in some comfort. 

 
Editor's plea(s) 
 
If you've read this far you will hopefully have noticed that the newsletter is single column format. The previous two or 
three columns were fine on paper or on larger screens but less convenient on tablets or smartphones. The banner at 
the top of the page has gone for the same reasons. We have looked at more innovative ways to publish, such as using 
flip page technology, but it is either expensive or subject to limitations, and relatively few members have the devices 
that would really benefit from it  - at the moment. If you have any views about any of this, do please let me know – the 
newsletter is for your benefit, not mine! 
 
Please keep the stories and photos coming. Articles submitted are automatically entered in the competition for best 
log or best personal achievement, kindly sponsored by Barton. Photos, submitted with articles or separately, are 
judged   by   the   committee   and   the   winner   takes   pride   of   place   as   the   banner   on   the   next   year’s   newsletter.  
Congratulations to Bernie Barrett for his glorious night-time shot which won the 2013 title. All the shortlisted photos 
are published towards the end of this newsletter. 
 
The Barton winners were Jens and Jeanette Haskov (best log) and Bryan and Ellie Sautelle-Smith (personal 
achievement). Keep the articles coming and next year – with apologies for shameless plagiarism to the Lottery – it 
could be you. You have to be in it to win it. 
 
Andrew Thompson 

 
Mystical Looe 
 
Bryan Sautelle-Smith saw into another world on the FOA SW rally to the Cornish port of Looe 
 
Looe is an historic Cornish fishing port of some importance. Not only are there many fishing boats and a booming fish 
market, it is a centre for shark fishing and tourism. It derives its name from the Cornish word 'Logh' meaning deep 
water inlet, although Looe is far from being a deep water harbour, drying out at low water. It has a colourful 
association with pirates and smugglers too. Looe island, for example, enjoys a wonderful history of contradictions from 
being a 12thcentury home to a monastic order of monks who built a chapel there, to being the depository for 17th and 
18th century smugglers who hid barrels of contraband from the prying eyes of Excisemen, to being the 20th century 
home to a pair of sisters who forsook the city life of London to purchase this remote, wild nature reserve, now owned 
by Cornwall Wild Life Trust. East Looe was the birthplace to Looe's most famous pirate, Robert Colliver, who sailed with 
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